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MACHAL AND THE ISRAEL NAVY

Dozens of overseas volunteers served in the Israel Navy, as commanders
and as seamen. Overseas volunteering for maritime service began even
before the establishment of the state, when American and Canadian
seamen enlisted to serve alongside the Aliyah Bet people of the Haganah
and Palyam (the Palmach’s naval unit) bringing the “illegal immigrants” to
Palestine’s shores. Seamanship was not widespread among the Jews of the
Diaspora or Palestine, so that this involvement of professional, experienced
seamen from abroad was a most valuable contribution.

The new State of Israel needed a Navy to protect its Mediterranean coast and
insure access of supplies to its ports. A Machal man who played a key role in
the establishment of the Israel Navy was Paul N. Shulman. Born in 1922,
Shulman graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis. During
World War II he had combat experience in the Pacific. In 1947 he resigned
from the U.S. Navy and joined the Aliyah Bet staff, assisting in purchasing
vessels and making them fit to carry passengers. In May 1948, at Ben-Gurion’s
request, he came to Israel to help organize and establish the Israel Navy. The
following October, 26-year old Shulman was appointed Navy Commander.
His appointment roused controversy within the Naval
High Command, because of his youth, and because some
questioned his fitness for the task. He commanded naval
actions in Operation Yoav, which included the sinking
of the Egyptian flagship “Emir Farouk” by a naval
demolition squad headed by Yoha'i Bin-Nun. Four
American volunteers served in this unit. In March 1949,
Shulman was appointed Naval and Maritime Adviser to
the Prime Minister.

Paul Shulman

, Among the other Machal naval officers were Jonathan
(U.S.), the first

Commander of
the Israel Navy. served as naval gunnery officer; Philip Strauss, who

Leff (Lev), like Shulman an Annapolis graduate, who
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The first American volunteers to
serve in the Navy’s underwater
demolition unit (Shayetet Shlosh
Esray, Navy Seals), on maneuvers
off the coast near Caesaria, late 1948.
Bottom left to right:

Paul (Kaminetzky) Kaye,

Al (Alazaroff) Ellis.

Upper left: Lenny Cohen,

Hal Fineberg (known as Zvi Galil).

was in the naval engineering and mechanics section; David Baum, a U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy graduate, served as an engineering officer on K-18
and K-28; Allen Burke, a former Corvette commander, consultant to Corvette
captains, became commander of one of Israel’s first frigates; David de Lange,
a highly decorated British Navy officer, organized Israel’s Coast Guard; Ben
de Roy, a former U.S. Navy officer, was active in shipboard communications
and radar, and Sender Pinard, a U.S. Navy submariner, worked in
operations. With the arrival of the “Yucatan” (K-24), in August 1948, the
number of overseas volunteers in the Navy increased. Included were:
Avraham Pizzaro of the Dutch Navy, Mate and later Captain, and Ben
Halperin, of the U.S. Navy, engineering officer. The crew included U.S. Navy
veterans: Marty Gross, Sid Weinhaus, Gerry Cohen, Aaron Cohen, Dave
Hanovice and others.

These and other Machalniks played a key role in laying the foundation of
the Israel Navy, as the Haganah’s naval fighting force moved from a covert
partisan operation in the framework of Aliyah Bet and Palyam to a respectable
navy operating according to Western standards. In the process, there was
friction between the volunteers and the local seamen, most of them Palyam
people. Consequently, many Machal people left the navy, complaining that
they were being discriminated against and being deliberately overlooked
for promotion in favor of the core group of local seamen.
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MACHAL AND THE ARMORED CORPS

Overseas volunteers also
played an important part
in the shaping of the
Armored Corps. Towards
the end of the first
cease-fire the number of
fighting volunteers in the
IDF increased. As there
were difficulties related to
their absorption in some
battalions, it was decided to
try and concentrate them in
one unit.

The 7th Armored Brigade

Armored car crew, 79th Battalion, 7th was chosen: it was then
Brigade. From the top: Jack Gold (Canada), being reorganized under a
Frank Pearlman (UL.S.), Solly Ossin .

new command cadre in the

(South Africa).
wake of its heavy losses at

Latrun (Operations Bin-Nun
I and II late in May 1948). Ben Dunkelman, a Canadian volunteer, was
appointed Brigade Commander, and Joe Weiner, also a Canadian, was
appointed Commander of the Brigade’s 79th Armored Battalion (armored
cars and half-tracks). Later, Baruch Friedman-Erez, a volunteer from
Kenya, replaced Weiner. Jack Nursella (Lichtenstein), an American,
commanded the 72nd Infantry Battalion. Derek Bowden (then known as
David Appel), a non-Jew and an ex-British Army paratroop officer,
commanded a company in this battalion. (Previously, he had been captured
by the Germans and sent to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp because
letters from Palestinian Jewish friends were found in his pockets.)
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The 7th Armored Brigade, which included two Infantry Battalions (71st
and 72nd), became in effect the “Machal Brigade.” In the summer of 1948
it had 170 English-speaking volunteers, with one of its infantry companies
consisting entirely of English-speakers. The Brigade took part in Operation
Dekel, in which Lower Galilee and Nazareth were taken, Operation Ten
Days (July 1948), and Operation Hiram, in which the entire Galilee was
cleared and the “Arab Liberation Army” led by Kaukji routed. In late
October 1948, near the end of the war, the 7th Brigade had some 300
Machal, nearly all of them English-speakers. The 79th Armored Battalion
alone had some 60 Machalniks.

There were also many Machalniks in the 8th Armored Brigade. They were
part of a kaleidoscope of men recruited in various countries, speaking a
medley of languages. In the heavy-tank company, commanded by
Machalnik Clive Selby, English was the language of communication; in
the light-tank units it was Russian. The commander of the 82nd Battalion
(the only unit with tanks in 1948), spoke in Russian with the commander
of the 8th Brigade, Yitzhak Sadeh, and in German with the deputy

Crew of armored car,
“Sandwich”, 3rd Brigade,
with overseas volunteers
from England, Norway,
South Africa and the U.S.
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commander. Since no one in the brigade spoke both Russian and English,
someone translated from Russian into Yiddish and then the Yiddish was
translated into English. Despite this Tower of Babel of tongues, the Brigade
took part in Operation Danny (July 1948) on the central front, and in the
decisive battles on the southern front (Operations Yoav, Horev, Ten
Plagues, and Ayin). The 88th Mortar Battalion had some 30 volunteers
from Switzerland, Holland, Britain, the U.S., South Africa, China, Brazil,
France and the Belgian Congo, as well as a number of Machal mortar crews
from North African countries. The 89th Mechanized Commando Battalion,
which also had an English-speaking platoon, saw action at Auja el Hafir
(December 1948), where one of the American volunteers, Philip Balkin,
was killed.

Machal fighters of the 8th Brigade’s 89th Battalion following the capture of
Auja el Hafir (Nitzana) in December 1948. The platoon comprised men from
England, Germany, Holland, Rhodesia, South Africa, and the U.S.
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DEFENDING THE JEWISH QUARTER
IN JERUSALEM'S OLD CITY

London born Esther Cailingold came
to teach English at the Evelina de
Rothschild Girls School in Jerusalem.
When the war broke out she enlisted in
the Haganah and volunteered to join
the forces defending the Jewish Quarter
of the Old City, where she was killed
in battle in the spring of 1948.

The following letter was written a year
later by Moshe Rousnak, the last
commander of the Jewish garrison in :
the Old City, on his return from a Esther Cailingold
P.O.W. camp in Jordan.

I feel it is my duty to tell you about the late Esther Cailingold. She arrived in the
Old City at the end of April 1948 with the last group of teachers, and was assigned
to guard duties, as were all the other teachers.

When the fighting began, all the teachers were drafted to full-time service and took
an active part in the battles. Esther fulfilled her duties beyond the normal call. As
a brave fighter and as an experienced soldier she stood steadfastly at her post and
repelled every enemy attempt to charge. Her determination was an example and a
source of strength to the other fighters who were with her... She stood at her post
for fully two weeks. In the last stage of the battle, when most of the Jewish Quarter
was already in enemy hands, Esther and a number of other young fighters fought
fiercely and valiantly in defense of the Bet-El bloc, the last remaining sector. In the
course of the enemy onslaught, Esther was mortally wounded and died a short
while later. Her death was a serious blow to all those who knew her and admired
her bravery and her gallant stand as a fighter who knew no fear.

In the report that I submitted to G.H.Q., I made special mention of her as being
worthy of commendation.

Moshe Rousnak 155529

C.O. The Jewish Quarter of the Old City

Jerusalem, April 7, 1949
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Machal who arrived in the first month of Israel’s existence were posted to
the Alexandroni Brigade, as noted previously, which included a company
of armored jeeps and anti-tank weapons. The presence of the volunteers
was felt in the battle for Kula (July 9-12,1948), where they were led by
company commander Shaul Ramati (Rosenberg), who had been a captain
in the 51st Scottish Division and in the British Army’s Jewish Brigade in
World War II. When the brigade was transferred to the north for
reorganization, several men from the jeep company “deserted” and joined
the 9th Armored Battalion of the Palmach’s Negev Brigade, fighting in the
decisive battles in the south.

This 9th Armored Battalion had a considerable number of Machal
English-speakers, including 22 South Africans. Volunteers from France

Machalniks of the Armored
Car and Jeep Company,
9th Battalion, Palmach
Hanegev Brigade, after the
capture of Beer Sheba.
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Jeep company on the road to Sdom. Driver, Harvey Sirulnikoff (Canada);
next to him, Albert (France); behind them, Gerry (U.S.); and
“Rusty” Centner (South Africa).

and North Africa served in the French Commando Company of this Negev
Brigade. The brigade also included a group of South Americans serving at
Kibbutz Nitzanim, one of whom, a 19 year-old combat medic, Deborah
Epstein, from Uruguay, died of her wounds defending the kibbutz.

Numerous Machal from France, North Africa, Canada and Britain, fought
with the Givati Brigade, mainly in the 51st and 52nd Battalions. Three
friends from England, all Kindertransport boys who had served in the
Jewish Brigade during WWII, died together in a last ditch stand near Beit
Daras (June 10, 1948), after the rest of their company had withdrawn.

The group of some 30 Canadians who arrived in April were posted to the
Givati Brigade, and thrown into battle on May 11th at the Arab village of
Bashit, as part of Operation Barak. Amongst them were Air Force
mechanics and Navy men, veterans of WWII, who only much later were
posted to units where their specialties were needed.
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Machalniks (U.S.) in the
Givati Brigade, who arrived
March 1948.

Standing left to right:

Art Sockol, Arnie Sternberg,
Bert Bean, Sid Rabinovich.
- Middle Row: Mandel Math,
Jerry Kaplan (both fell at
Latrun).

Kneeling: Elly Harris, friend,
friend, Al Glassman, Naish
Band, Harry Kay (Kravitsky).

About a dozen volunteers served with the Golani Brigade. Several held
command positions in the Infantry, Engineering, Signals and Artillery
Corps, and fought in battles at various fronts. One Machal officer, Gerhard
Weil, a Swiss volunteer, was killed while training Palmach fighters in the
use of demolition materials.

MACHAL AND MEDICAL SERVICES

The ratio of physicians to population in the Yishuv in 1948 was very high;
but most of the doctors were no longer young, and only a few had wartime
medical experience. Some had served in the British Army during World
War II, but most of them had not been assigned to combat units in the
battlefield. There was therefore an urgent need to recruit specialists as well
as nurses, pharmacists, and paramedics.
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Recruitment efforts were concentrated mainly in the English-speaking
countries, and in fact most of the volunteers in medical services came from
South Africa; others came from Britain, the U.S., Canada, and several from
South America, Switzerland, and Spanish Morocco.

All told, about 80 doctors, 50 nurses, and a smaller number of pharmacists,
dentists, physiotherapists, bacteriologists, and laboratory technicians came
as overseas volunteers to the newly established state. They served as
commanders of field hospitals, as specialists in trauma, orthopedics and
plastic surgery, as internists, and as psychiatrists, making a vital
contribution. The volunteer doctors constituted more than 20 percent of the
doctors serving in combat units.

Two of these doctors were killed in action. Dr. Isaiah Morris, of Britain,
had received the Military Cross while serving in the Royal Army Medical
Corps (RAMC) in World War II. After the war he volunteered as a doctor
in displaced persons’ camps in southern France. He arrived in Israel in the
spring of 1948 and was appointed Chief Medical Officer of the Golani

Dr. Leo Bornstein
(U.S.), experienced
battlefield surgeon,

one of the first
volunteer doctors
to arrive. Seated
center, on the left,
with patients and '
staff at a Military
Hospital,1948.
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Brigade. He was killed by a mortar shell in
June 1948 while caring for wounded soldiers
at the Sejera (Ilaniya) front, which was under
attack by Kaukji’s forces. Dr. Solomon
Morley-Dahan, of Spanish Morocco, served
as a doctor in a battalion of Druse and
Circassian troops. He was killed by enemy
fire in October 1948 while tending a
wounded soldier at the Yanoah front.

Dr. Leo (Aryeh) Bornstein, an American, was
among the first Machal physicians to arrive.
An experienced battlefield surgeon, he
Machal nurse, Gloria Pelzig commanded Military Hospital No. 2 in
(U.S.), at Millitary Hospital Galilee before the state was established, and
No. 10, Tiberias, 1948. served as chief surgeon at Military Hospital
No. 10. Dr. Max Goldberg, from Switzerland,
and his wife, Hilde, a nurse, served as a
husband-and-wife team in the Golani Brigade. The same shell that killed
Dr. Morris seriously wounded Dr. Goldberg. Mildred Schlumschlag of
New York, a physiotherapist, set up and supervised Israel’s first center for
the treatment of paraplegics in Military Hospital No. 5, which later became
the Haim Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer. Dr. Jack Medalie, a South
African, was the medical officer of the 3rd Battalion in the Palmach’s Yiftah
Brigade. Dr. Lionel Meltzer, who had been a lieutenant colonel in the South
African Army and was awarded the Military Cross, was in charge of
planning and personnel at Medical Corps headquarters. Dr. Simon Winter,
of Britain, a veteran of the RAMC, became the IAF’s Chief Medical Officer.

When the War of Independence ended, many of the medical volunteers
had a difficult time integrating into Israel’s medical system, and more than
half returned to their countries of origin. Those who remained helped to
lay the infrastructure of Israel’s medical services, and some went on to
occupy senior positions in the country’s health network.
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OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT

Occasionally, there was friction, and misunderstandings in connection with
the service of a number of Machalniks — at times between the volunteers
and the military establishment, at times with the local fighting recruits.
Some misunderstandings were rooted in the diverse cultural backgrounds
and mentalities. Some were arguments over salaries not paid when
promised, some over service conditions that were less than what the
volunteers had been led to expect, and some volunteers felt they had been
assigned tasks not commensurate with their skills and experience. Most of
the complaints were of a personal nature but on the group level a problem
arose over the distinction drawn between the Machal people and those who
had come from abroad through other channels. This conflict came to light
because the category “Machal” volunteer did not take into account the
circumstances of special fighting units or those who belonged to units that
had been formed on the basis of ethnic
origin or professional category. One
example was the “French Commando”
unit, established and commanded by
Captain Thadée Difre (Teddy Eitan), a
French Catholic who joined the IDF
after a long career as an officer in
the French Army. The men of the
Commando had been promised special
conditions and privileges, which were
not always forthcoming. Moreover, IDF
Manpower Branch directives classed
some of them as immigrants, like

people recruited by Gahal, and not as a2 ;
volunteers destined to return to their Right: Thadée Difre (Teddy Eitan),
land of origin. of the “French Commando”.
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ASSESSING MACHAL'S CONTRIBUTION

Overseas volunteers had left home and family to fight for the Jewish
people and the fledgling Jewish state. Many had just returned from years
of service in World War II, and felt that the Israeli military establishment
did not sufficiently appreciate the service they had rendered and the
sacrifice it entailed. In time, their deeds faded from public consciousness.
Indeed, during the War of Independence the activities of Machal recruits
had been hushed up for fear that the embargo policies of the countries from
which they had come, especially in the case of U.S. volunteers, would lead
to legal action against them. In addition, the “underground” atmosphere
and need to maintain secrecy were important factors in minimizing the
professional contribution and the decisive role of Machal in turning the
tide of a number of battles in Israel’s favor.

The leadership of the Yishuv and the military high command knew very
well the true extent of the contribution of the overseas volunteers. David
Ben-Gurion referred to them in his diaries of the period of the War of
Independence. He saw their volunteerism and involvement not only as an
augmentation of military manpower, but primarily as an expression of
solidarity of Diaspora Jewry with the State of Israel. He regarded their
departure, because the war ended or due to various disputes, as a moral
defeat both for the country and for the volunteers themselves. On the other
hand, many people in positions of leadership, especially in the army,
thought it was important for the Israeli “nation-building” process to
emphasize exclusively the role played by the Yishuv in the struggle for
independence. And inasmuch as most of the volunteers eventually left the
country, it was felt that there was no need to inflate the contribution they
had made to the war effort.

Today in retrospect, with the passing of the years since the War of
Independence, the full extent of the Machal contribution has become ever
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clearer. Their expertise in a wide range of fighting skills, their familiarity
with the military framework, and the combat experience of many were key
factors which contributed significantly to making it possible for the IDF, in
an emergency period, while fighting was still in progress, to establish a
regular army, in a relatively short time, which went on to win the war.

In 1993, a monument was dedicated in memory of the 119 overseas
volunteers who lost their lives in Israel’s struggle for independence. Nine
of them were non-Jews and four were women. The monument was erected
by the Jewish National Fund at the initiative of the World Machal
organization and with the help of Machal veterans all over the world. It is
located at Sha’ar Hagai near the exit from the “Burma Road.” A memorial
plaque lists the 119 names: 98 were in the Army, 19 in the Air Force, one
was in the Navy, and another was killed on an Aliyah Bet ship.

At the dedication ceremony of the monument, on Memorial Day, April 25,
1993, the then Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, said: “They came to us when
we most needed them , during those difficult, uncertain days of our War of
Independence in 1948...”

YIGAL ALON, IN HIS BOOK “SHIELD OF DAVID"
WROTE OF MACHAL:

“Another source of manpower to be tapped, mainly after the British
had gone and the ‘official’ invasion had started, were the overseas
volunteers, chiefly young Jews from the Western world, fired by the
excitement and challenge of Israel’s rise, and moved by the peril which
faced her in the days of her infancy. In all, there were only a few
thousand of these, but they were to play a significant role in the
formation of Israel’s armored corps, air force, medical corps and
artillery corps. When the first shots of war rang out, however, they too
were still far from Palestine.”
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The dedication ceremony of the monument in memory of the 119 overseas volunteers who fell
in the War of Independence.

The plaque at the monument in Sha’ar Hagai bearing the names of the fallen Machal fighters.
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