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“I walked in a semi-daze through the crowds of happy faces, past the British tanks and jeeps 

piled high with pyramids of flag-waving, cheering children, past the crying, kissing, 

tumultuous crowds, all shouting ‘mazal tov’, and came back to the quiet of my room…to try 

and share with you this never-to-be-forgotten night.”(Nov. 29, 1947)   

 

 

Eyewitness to the Miracle of Israel’s Birth 

Zipporah  Porath came to the Hebrew University in 1947, as an American student on a one-

year program. Caught up in Israel’s War of Independence, she joined the underground 

Haganah, served as a medic during the siege of Jerusalem and in the nascent Israel Air Force.  

The letters she wrote to her family at that time describe vividly her feelings and impressions 

and capture the historic events as they were happening. Based on this eyewitness account, 

her talks bring these events alive with a freshness and immediacy that put the audience of 

today at the scene. 

Zipporah Porath  has been living  in Israel since  the  

establishment of  the State. She is a  freelance writer 

and a popular lecturer for groups of all ages, in Israel  

and abroad. 
 

 

 
"A magnificent book... exciting, inspiring,  filled  with humor  

 and  idealism."                                  Jewish Week, New York 

 
         “...I have been entranced by ‘Letters from Jerusalem 1947-

1948’…one of the most interesting contemporary accounts of 

the period of Israel's struggle for independence....extremely 

readable, very moving…an essential source…of great interest 

today, especially for the younger generations who did not live 

through it.”                      

             Sir Martin Gilbert, eminent historian 
 

 
  TO BOOK A LECTURE  

Contact: 

     Zipporah Porath   
 zip@netvision.net.il            
Tel/Fax: 972-3-635-1835 
 

 

TO ORDER A BOOK 
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   jporath@mac.com 
    
 
   ISRAEL 
   zip@netvision.net.il 
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